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The	Urban	Zone	project	 coordinated	by	 the	Finnish	Environment	 Institute	 studied	 the	
zonality	 of	 the	 community	 structure.	 The	 zoning	 carried	 out	 in	 the	 project	 covers	 the	
impact	areas	of	the	largest	urban	regions	in	Finland	(including	Turku).	The	project	also	
studied	the	development	of	the	urban	areas	between	1985	and	2010.	Urban	regions	are	
divided	 into	 core	 and	 border	 areas	 and	 the	 surrounding	 rural	 area.	 The	 community	



































































































































Helsinki  1  612,664 1.4% 
100,000 – 300,000  8  1,409,531 1.2% 
50,000 – 100,000  11  737,132 0.3% 
20,000 – 50,000  35  1,073,072 0.3% 
10,000 – 20,000  48  686,147 ‐0.1% 
5,000 – 10,000  77  556,296 ‐0.5% 
1,000 – 5,000  126  367,992 ‐0.9% 
< 1,000  14  8,436 ‐0.2% 
Finland  320  5,451,270 1.6% 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































for	 the	Turku	urban	region	and	 the	regional	 land	use	plan	 for	Southwest	Finland.	The	













The	 regional	 land	 use	 plan	 area	 of	 the	 Turku	 urban	 region	 is	 comprised	 of	 Naantali,	
Raisio,	Turku	Kaarina,	Rusko,	Lieto,	Piikkiö	and	Paimio.	An	urban	zone	extending	from	
Naantali	via	Turku	to	Piikkiö	 is	marked	in	the	regional	 land	use	plan	for	the	urban	re‐
















cerns	 land	 acquisition	 in	 the	 areas,	 the	 prices	 of	 undeveloped	 land	 remaining	 stable,	
controlling	 the	 increase	 in	 the	 prices	 of	 land	 and	 housing,	 decreasing	 dispersed	 con‐
struction,	 sufficient	 supply	 of	 plots	 and	 timely	 construction,	 as	well	 as	 promoting	 the	






cooperation	 potential:	 Maaria‐Ilmarinen	 (Turku‐Lieto),	 Varissuo‐Littoinen	 (Turku‐
Kaarina‐Lieto)	 and	 Tikanmaa	 (Raisio‐Naantali).	 In	 these	 growth	 zones,	 real	 estate	 in‐

























A	city	axis	running	 from	Naantali	 to	Piikkiö	via	Turku	 is	specified	 in	 the	regional	 land	





Opportunities	 for	growth	 in	 the	Turku	urban	area	have	been	studied	 in	 the	 structural	






















































The	 land	 use	 solutions	 of	 the	 structural	model	 are	 based	 on	 compacting	 and	 supple‐
menting	the	existing	structure	by	utilising	the	existing	infrastructure.	This	solution	has	
economic	advantages	as	it	can	increase	the	efficiency	of	previous	investments	in	infra‐
structure.	Naturally,	 the	maintenance	of	existing	 infrastructure	 results	 in	maintenance	
and	renovation	costs.	The	new	areas	will	have	an	 impact	on	 them	 through	changes	 in	
capacity	 and	utilisation	 rate.	However,	 a	 compact	 community	 structure	minimises	 the	
amounts	and	maintenance	needs	of	new	external	network	structures.	In	a	dense	urban	




The	 Turun	 Seudun	 joukkoliikenne	 2020	 report	 has	 investigated	 scenarios	 for	 public	
transport	in	the	Turku	region.	The	aim	is	that	in	2030,	the	volume	of	passengers	using	
public	transport	is	50%	higher	per	population	than	the	current	level.	Turku	has	been	an	
increasingly	 passenger	 car‐focused	 area	 for	 a	 long	 time	 (Aarnio	 2013).	 The	 structural	
model	 supports	 the	 Turku	 Region	 Public	 Transport	 2020	 Development	 Plan	 (RM35	
2012,	p.	2).	
	
Implementing	 the	 traffic	 solutions	 and	 projects	 recorded	 in	 the	 structural	model	 will	
require	 further	 planning	 in	many	 respects.	 The	urban	 region	 traffic	 system	 task	 force	
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nity	 structure	 depends	 on	 the	 density	 of	 construction.	 The	 dominance	 of	 high‐rise	
blocks,	compact	construction	and	centralisation	all	decrease	energy	consumption.	Emis‐
sions	 reduction	 in	 energy	 consumption	 is	 largely	 dependent	 on	 the	method	of	 energy	
generation.	 Decreasing	 greenhouse	 gas	 emissions	 requires	 improving	 the	 energy	 effi‐





velopment	 of	 the	 entire	 urban	 region.	 In	 terms	 of	 emission	 reduction,	 the	 structural	
model	solution	is	a	better	solution	than	the	fragmentation	of	the	urban	region	into	areas	
that	are	weak	in	terms	of	service	offering.	With	regard	to	climate	impacts,	the	essential	













































The	 heat	 for	 the	 district	 heating	 system	 is	
mainly	 generated	 at	 the	 CHP	 plant	 in	









gas	 and	 oil.	 Production	 takes	 overall	 eco‐
nomic	 efficiency	 and	 environmental	 im‐
pacts	 into	 account.	 Combined	 heat	 and	
power	 production,	 for	 example,	 cuts	 fuel	































































































In	 the	 Regional	 Structural	Model	 2035	 (see	 section	 6.3),	 transport	 and	mobility	 is	 an	
important	 issue,	especially	 regarding	 the	 future	community	and	service	structure.	The	
traffic	system	is	developed	as	part	of	the	development	of	land	use	and	service	network.	













With	 regard	 to	 public	 transport,	 the	 aim	 is	 to	 establish	 trunk	 lines	 on	 regional	main	












































































































area	 is	 to	 realize	 a	 sustainable	 district	 (Turku.fi/skanssi	 2015).	 The	 district	 is	 being	






























The	 built‐up	 environment	 of	
the	 area	 will	 combine	 sus‐





















suitability	of	 various	evaluation	methods	 (LEED,	BREEAM,	Green	City	 Index,	PromisE)	
for	 setting	 the	 objectives	 is	 investigated	 during	 the	 planning	 (Turku.fi/skanssi	 2015).	
The	plans	have	been	edited	based	on	geological	 surveys	 to	be	more	cost	efficient.	The	





















be	 in	use	when	 the	buildings	are	completed.	However,	 the	public	 transport	 trunk	net‐
work	 requires	 a	 minimum	 of	 5,000	 residents	 in	 the	 area,	 as	 well	 as	 services	
(Turku.fi/skanssi	2015).	The	needs	of	the	tram	line	network	are	also	taken	into	account	


































The	 area	 is	 planned	 in	 interaction	with	 the	 residents.	 A	working	 group	with	 students	
and	pensioners,	people	 living	nearby	and	those	considering	moving	 in	has	been	estab‐
lished	to	support	the	planning	of	the	district.	Moreover,	diverse	insights	are	collected	to	
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